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of steeerwalkers, led 1o 2 popular opposition 1o the law as well as the mobilization of consery,.
tive and Catholic politicians who demanded the recurn to criminalization of prostitution. Yet,
representarives of the Lutheran church and various women's associations, though disugreeing
with the existence of prostimtian for maral reasons, opposed its total criminalizacion for fear of
a renaissance of state-controlled brothels,

The controversics surrounding social and welfare reforms came to an abrupe end with the de.
mise of the Weimar Republic, The intense econoinic and social erisis of the late 1920s resuleed in
a coup against Prussia’s Social Democraric government in July 1932 and the inscallation of Friey
von Papen as Reichskommissar ("Papen Pursch’), thereby bringing to power the most prominent
opponents of the Weimar social welfare experiment. The conservative backlash againse the 1927
reform was then used by Adolf I lider ro advance his own political agenda. Nazi propaganda
continually blamed Weimar's Social Democrar government for irs inabitity to mainrain law and

order and its failure o combar immorality. After the National Socialist ceiwmph in 1933, many

Weimar achicvements were abolished, resulting, for example, in the ban of strect soliciting and

the reescablishment of state-regulared brothels in Nazi Germany.
See also Criminalization of Clicws,

Further Reading: Bleuel, Hans Peter. Sex and Socicty in Nazi Germany. Philadelphia: Lippincats,
1973; Glef, Sabine. Dic Reglemnenticrung von Prostitution in Dentschland, Berlin: Duncker & Hum-
blot, 1999; Giossmann, Atina. Reforming Sex: The German Movement for Birth Coutrof and Abortion
Reform. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995; Heezog, Dagmar.”! lubris and Hypocrisy, Incite-
ment and Disavowal: Sexuality and German Fascism.” Journal of the History of Sexuality 11, no, 1-2
(_fauum‘y—April 2002): 3-21; Raos, Julia.”Backlash against Prostitures’ Righes: Origins and Dynam-
ics of Nuzi Prostitution Policies.” Journal of the History of Sexuality 11, no. 1-2 {(January—April 2002):
6794,

Antonia Levy

WEST AFRICA. In West Africa, women are involved in four main types of prostitution: rural
ox village prostitution, juncrion town or track park prostiturion, nrban or city prostitution, and
incecnational prostitution. "Lbe prostitute ofien lives a nomadic existence-~moving from place
to place to earn a living. She can be described as “running with the wind"—an apt Guinean
expression for prostitures, which capruces the Wese African sex worker's tendency 1o migrate
from rural co urban areas and when feasible, across the seas, in seacch of “the good life” This
propensity to"tun with the wind” is captured on a Benin City, Nigeria, billboard in the follow-
ing way: “Have you been offered 2 teip abroad? Be careful. Dor’t thraw your fucuse away —this
chailenge writcen in sharp admonition of the young Edo (Nigerian) woman who might other-
wise be snared by the lures of international prostitution.

Rural or Village Prostitution

There are gssentially two types of rural or village prostitutes in West Africa. The first aper-
ates within the bounds of her rural village, servicing her clicnzele from the comforts of her home:
This kind of prostiture can be found rucked away in rural Wese African villages as far east 25
Nigeria and Benin and west as Ivory Coast aud Senegal. She often scts up business in her priv
mary tesidence, providing her male cuscomers with services that range from sex to conversarion
to foad, Sometimes, prostitutes form tong-rerm reciprocal relationships with their clients, and

other encounters arc shore-teem and casual. The rural West African prostitute controls her 0¥
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offairs and as such never answers to a male or female pimnp or madam. Slie is in total control of
her body and decides when, where, and how much. Payment is often made in money or in kind.
[n mose parts of rural Wese Africa, the village prosituce is considered a vital member of her
community and is believed 1o pesform scrvices chat are deamed useful to chac community. She is
cherefore often viewed with a degree of deference.

The second type of rural prostiture in West Africa lives as a nomada {(nomad), journeying
from her rural village to the major popularion centers and busy crossroads in search of work,
Prosticutes fromn the Guinea Bissau village of Caio regularly move easeward ro the capital city of

Bissau or sercle in the norchera city of Ziguinchor, and same of rhem work as far north as Ban-
jul, Casamance, and Dakar, Senegal. In Ghana, most prostitures are also rural/urban migrantes.

These girls and women go as far as Abidjan, Pikine-Dakar, and Brazzaville to trade sex for
moncy.
Junchion-Town or Truck-Park Prostitution

Junction-town prostitiutes are sex workers who work on and along major West African high-
ways. These sex workers cither work full-time ot part-time. The school-age girls among them
often supply sex to fund their education. These young junction-town prostitutes get more action
because of the truck drivers’ misconceived ideas chat HIV is more prevalent among populutions
20 years and older.

Teucks parks—rtruck srops situated in junction towns where drivers can spend che nighe—
are often adjacent ro West Alrican day-and-night markets, Itinerant female hawkers and solitary
market women are known to offer sexual services to chese drivers. Prostitucion tends to be mast
prevalent in major junction towns of transport commetce, such as the Nigerian towns of Lagos,
Tbadan, Calabar, and Maiduguri.

West Aftican long-discance truck drivers stop for the night in designated arveas—usually
where the Toad widens ur where they can park off the road. They then frequent popular road-
side earing houses and bars called "Mama Pucs,” as well as other buildings that serve as places
to sleep and fAind sexual pareers, Sexnal activity berween drivers and prosticures is often high,
not because the men earn subsrancial salaries as deives, bue because many of chem peclorm
additional services on the side for which they are handsomely remunerated.

The young sex workers who service these drivers live for the most parc in shantytowns near
these srops, Truck drivers who work the same route for long periods cultivate relationships with
these juncrion-town or cruck-park prostitutes much like in the rural areas where the sex workees
provide home-cooked meals, familiar surroundings, friendships, conversation, and sex. Muny of

these refationships thus established become long-term.

Urban or City Prostitution

The vast majority of city or urban prostitures in West Africa come from efsewherc. Tn the
Frory Coasr, for instance, most city prosritutes come from Ghana, Nigeriz, Togo, Mali, Senegal,
and arher West African staces. In Banaka, Mali, there is noticeable flux of youny scudents from
various parts of West Africa between Jaly and August; these scudenes spend theie summer vaca-
tien working as prosticures and chen return home when school resumes in September

There are many types of ucban or ciry prostitutes in West Alrica. In the Ivory Coast, the
women in one group of prostitutes are known as “Dioula women” or “women of Dyaro-Mouso.”
Malian (mainly Bambara and Penl) in origin, these are usuaily young girls who afrer brict

stings as prostitutes become vendors in the local markets. Another caregory of prostitutes is the
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"Karaua women.” These Z.erma or Hausa prosticures are mainly divorced women from Niger,
A third group are che “Westernized or évolue prostitutes.” These sex workers, mainly operar.
ing in French West Africa, hang our at bars and dance halls and secvice European and African
clientele. “Toutou” prosticures can be found all over West Africa. Originating primacily from
British Wesrt Africa, they belong chiefly to the following ethnic groups: the Fante and Asanee
of Ghana; the Ewe of Ghana, Togo, and Benin; and the Igbos, ljaws, and Calabaris of Nigeria,
The name " [oucou” decives [rom“2 shillings, 2 pence,” and the women are so called because they
charge low rares for sex. In Cote d'Ivoire, Tontou prostirures have no general quarters and are
mainly streer prosticutes who cluster on the side sereets of main avenacs, This migeatory pattern
also lends credence to the other name by which they are known-—"Walk About Women! I
Accra, Ghana, they live in a separate red light acea and posirion themselves on their respective
doorsceps in dear view of potential clients. When engaged, they lower a curtain in frant of dheie
doorways. An Accra Toutou may visit a client in his own home and spend the nighr with him
there, but it would be rare for an Ivory Coast Toutou to do so. Nigerian “Toutous” en route ro
Abidjan make an inirial stop in Ghana, where they offer sex for money on the major city strects.
The "Karvas or Karuwai” prostitutes ave Ilausa, Fulani, and Zerma (Nig(‘ri:q), and they rent
small houses in the zongo (strangers’) quarters of the respective West African cicy to which they
migrate. Their clients visit them for up o a week to ralk, play music, and have sex. The city name
for the modern-day Igbo prostitute is akwanakwuna or ekada—the ubiquiraus motorcycle thar
has taken the place of taxi cabs in Nigeria.

The urban prostitutes who frequent the hotels and bars are known as “deor knockers” in
Nigeria. They are so called because they frequent four-and five-star hortels, knocking on the
doors of potential clients. Door knockers often stay the length of their client’s stop in the horel,
serving their sexual needs. In Lagos, Nigeria, high-price prostitutes work along the busy Allen
Aveuue in Ikeja. In a country where traditional religion and beliefs still hold sway, craditional
medicines arc said to be used by these prostitutes to procure clients.

Many city prostitutes in West Africa have organized associarions that protect their interests
as commercial sex workers, One such organization is "lhe Nigerian Union of Prosritates. In the
Ivory Coas, city prostitutes have organized a number of large, highly formalized associations
that are founded along ethnic lines. Each association is headed by a president, who is in tum
aided by several elected officers. These officers are older prostitutes who are deemed wiser and
are therefore trusted. They look after the interests of their group and act as spokeswomen for
their members, especially in dialogues wirh the often-antagonistic police.

International Prostitution

“Therc have been two types of international prostitution in West Africa. The first, which was
especially common duting the early days of independence in the 1960s, involved the importa
tion of European prostitutes into French West Africa for sex, In the Ivory Cuase, 90 percent
of these European prostitutes lived in the capiml city, /\bidij "Lhese Furopean proseitures
were predominandy barmaids artached ro one of the city’s numerous nightclubs or bars, Most
of thein were between the ages of 25 and 40. Generally frora Paris or Marseille, these prosti-
tures were sent from France to Africa expressly for the purpose of becoming sex workers. Like
their African councerparts, they moved around quite 2 bit. They rarely spent more than six
monchs in a pacticular bar and would often spend two o three years in one French West Afei
can country and then move ta another. European prosticuces charged high fees. (‘,Onscquem[)"
they were frequented mainly by feilow Europeans and a select group of Africans wha could
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afford their services. In the lare. 19605 Tvary Coast’s Ewropean prostitutes charged an average of
6,000 Afvican francs (CFA) {$24) aud as much as 10,000 francs ($40) per visit. They were said
to make hetween 250,000 and 300,000 franes ($1,000-$1,200) per month, but were obliged o
pay a per-client ‘ajr-conditioning” commission of 1,000 francs ($1) to the propricror of the bar
in which they were stationed. Many European prostitutes were able ro imake enough moeney to
return to France at the end of their three-year prostitution seincs,

The influx of West African prostirures into Europe is 2 more recent phenomenon. For nearly
20 years, women from Benin Ciry, Nigeria, as well as from other West African cities, have been
going ta Traly and other Eutopean countries (e.g., Spain, Denmark, Germany, Holland) ro wock
as sex workers. Called” [talos,” many of these women are single, but some are married and seek
work abroad with the blessings of their husbands. 'Lhey buitd favish homes in their homerowns,
sink privace boreholes to supply water, and buy four-sheel-drive luxury cars thar they drive on
the oftentimes unpaved West African country roads. The Italos often seem to be engaged in a
never-ending cycle, as successful prostitutes recruit younger ones to join chem in Burope., These
younger recruits are encouraged by the success stories of the Iralos before them who have pur-
chased expensive cars and buile mansions and estates for cheir families. ‘The popular Nigerian
singer, Ohenhen, in a hic song played the country over, recently celebrared the enormous wealth
of a prominenc Izalo called Dupay who was said ro sponsor younger women o follow her
lucrative example. This apparent adulation of the internarional West African prostitute is not
limited o the music world. The Nigerian Film Induscry, Nollywood, seems also to have puca
positive spin on prostitution in Nigeria and abroad. A number of populur low-cost videos tlat
glorify prostitution have saturared the marker. One such film, Glamour Girls, appeared in oo
VDIUH]CS.

Many factors influence the young West African woman's decision to become a prostiruee, but
the most prevalent by far is the facr that prostiturion is lucrative, In situations in which West
African currencies have been devaluared by more than 800 percenr, in which councries have been
broken dawn by corruption, and in which still other countries huve been ravaged by war, i is not
suprising that young West African women take what appears ro be the casy way out. When
these Wesr African girls come of age, they think only of survival—of how to put food on the
table—and to many of these young women, survival in whar has become a dry and unforgiving
land often involves trading sexual favors for money. With limired educarion, Wese African pros-
ticures earn much more money than they ordinarily would in other modes of “legitimate” comn-
merce. They are moved to enter prostitution because they see sex work as a temporary vice -
period of intense saving—-that will allow many to marcy and will allow still others to engage in

“lawful” business.
See also Migration and Mobility; Unions.

Forther Reading: Achebe, Nwando."The Road to Traly: Nigerian Sex Workers at [ lome and Abroad.”
In Woumen's Labors, Special Issue of Journal of Women’s History 15, no. 4 (Winter 2004): 177-184;
Anarfi, John K. Female Migration and Prostitution in West Afvica: The Case of Ghanaian Women in
Céte d'Ivoire, Accra, Ghana: GTZ Regional AIDS Programume for Wese and Cenrral Africa, 1995;
Buckner, M garer. “Village Women as Town Prosticutes: Cultural Factors Relevant to Prostitution
and HIV Epidemiology in Guinea Bissau,” In Social Sciences and AIDS in Africa: Review and Prospects;
Exprrimring and Understanding ALDS in Afriea, Paris: Karthala, 1999, pp. 389-404; FaSanto, Maria
Eugcniu, G. Do Lspirito, and Gina D. Etheredge."And Then [ Became a Prostiture ... Some Aspects
of Prostitution and Brothel Prostituces in Dakar, Senegal” The Socied Science Journal 41 (2004): 137—
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WESTERN EURQPE. Prostitution in Westersn Europe is documented in Aunciens Greecs, with
kept women or brothel slaves known as hetaerae, porne, and aulerrides. The city of Pompeii
offers the most relics of prostirution in Ancient Rome, when freeborn Romans were prokiib-
ited from marrying prostitutes and pimps. Laws {rom rthe 11th o 14th centories document the
state’s approach to prostitution in the Medieval Era, including widespread regulation and taxa-
tion of brothels. Sumpeuary laws regulating prostizures’ clothing indicared both what clues were
worn o mark 2 woman a prostitute, such as a particular color scarf, and what she could not wear,
usually expensive materials such as sitk and fur chat might be deemed above her status. Magda-
len homes and orders were first established by a directive approved by the church in 1227.

Renaissance prostitutes faved havsher trearment than their predecessors as prostitution was
gradually criminalized in much of Europe. This shift scems to have coincided with a growing
prevalence of independent, wnregulated prostitution, which rendered the municipal honses
unprofitable, and brothels were closed in many cities. Religious fervor was not limired to the
Catholic Renaissance. The Protestant Reformation prometed procreative sex and condemned
recreational sex, especially sex with prostitutes.

Syphilis was first recorded in Europe in the late 15th century, and prostitutes were scape-
goated for its spread. The Contagious Diseases Acts (CDA) in Britain in the 1860s stipulared
that women suspected of prostitution be examined and held in a locked hospital if they showed
symproms of sexually rransmitted infections. Victorian-eca abolitionists including Josephine
Butler, William Coote, and William Stead sought to eliminare prostitution, white slavery, and
traflicking as well as to repeal the CDA.

Sex work in contemporary Western Butope takes many forms. In most places, sex work is
not illegal; however, ancillary activities, such as managing che sex business of another, arc gener-
ally ceiminalized. Jn Sweden, only the male buyer, and nor the female prositute, is committing
4 crime. Street-based prosiitution is found almost everywhere, with supervised tippelzones in
the Netherlands.

The low countries—the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg—ace known for prostitures
working in the windows. The windows are essentially shop fronts for prostiturion: women stand
in the window of a small room [acing the street, clients negotiate at che door and thea the coe
rains are drawn while services are provided.

Brochels were widely closed afrer the 1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Trafficis
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, which addressed only prostitution
(as opposed to trafficking for work in orher fields) and more specifically, living off the carnings
of a prostiruze. This meant that in [taly and France, the only legal venue for prostitution was the
streer, until the Sarkozy laws passed in France in 2002 made soliciting a ceime. The Nedhedands
has alfowed brothels to ceopen in 2000, In Germany, lavge “Eros Cenrers” are srnm—supc[\'iscd

venucs in which services including prostitution and sadomasochison are provided.
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Despite the face that andpimping laws prohibic them, escorr agencies peesise and, in
Denmark, may even be patronized ar government expense ro secure sexual services for the
elderly or disabled.

The hiternational Union of Sex Workers is based in Londen and is alliliated with Britain's
largest general union. Sex workers in Rurope held a summit, arrended by 120 people, in October
2005, echoing the original World Whores Congress held in 1985 during which the International

Charter for Prostivutes’ Righes was written,

See also Amsterdam; Appendix item 14; Hapsburg Ewpire; Medieval Peostiturion; Syphilis;

Unions; Window Prosritution,

Further Reading: Brussa, Licia, ed. Health, Mipration and Sex Work: The Experience of TAMPEP.
Amsterdam, the Netheelands: TAMPED, 1999; Cabivia. Woumen and Migration in Europe. Lyons,
France: Le Reagon e, 2004; Phetersen, Gail. A Vindication nfll:z' Rights af Whores. Seactle, WA:
Seal Press, 1989; Roberes, Nickie. Whores inn History. London: Grafron, 1989.
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WESTWARD EXPANSION. In the 19:h century, prostitutes were frequently among the firse
civilians co seetle an area in the American West aftece the army arrived. They also had close rela-
tionships with military personnet and Jaw enforcement officials and contribured to town eoffers
through fines and licensures (chough often unwillingly). Towns thac grew by cateting to the
needs and desires of soldiers stationed at frontier posts often gained a reputarion as dangerous
centers of debauchery. During the 19th century, prostitution in the West offered a form of em-
ployment in a society in which many job oppercunities were closed to women. With clerk and
secretarial positions in the West dominated by men, women had very few options for carning a
living. Although prostitution sometimes scemed to be the only answer in a dire economic sita-
ation, by making chat choice, many of these women became trapped in 3 lifetime of dwindling
economic prospects in light of the reerogressive dynamic of proscitution and possible exposure
to dreadfin} and (ar the dime) incurable venereal infecrions.

Most full-time prostitutes on the frontier found themzelves placed in one of four categories
within the oceupation. These categories included brothel dwellers, saloon or dance hall gicls, erib
wornen, and sereetwalkers. The earning potential was highest with brothel dwellers {as were eco-
nomic liabilities), and carning potential descended in the order the categories were previously
listed. Brothel girls were usually younger, more atrractive, and able to demand higher prices for
their scrvices. Likewise, renting a room in a brothel was quite expensive. Although a building
teneed for legitimare purposes could $25, the same building as a brothel could be rented our for
nearly $200 1 month. As brothel workers got older, they cither became dance hall girls or rented
cribs (small shacks in which the prostitutes lived and saw clients). These were steps down and also
reduced the carning potential and living condirions of the women. "The lowest step on the ladder
was thae of the streerwalker, Frequencly these women did not earn enough to rent a crib and usu-
ally depended on clients ro provide shelrer for the nighe or squatted in an abandoned building,

Career prosticutes in the American West usually began working as carly as age 15 and were
often forced into "rerirement” by age 30 because of younger competition. Some former prostitutes
then began managing younger women in brochels, operating saloons, or working as aborrion-
ists. Progtituces somerimes had theie childven living with them, and often, daughzers followed
in their morhers’ footsteps. The presence of che industry and lack of education and mackerable

skills [requently left these yonng women with Tiele hope for a different life.
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